The Methodist  Church  In Ireland


Conference Arrangements Committee - 2008





           The second meeting of the above Committee was held in Clooney Hall, Londonderry at 7.30 


           p.m. on Tuesday, 6th November, 2007





          Present:     Revs. Harold Agnew, Lynn Cairns, Noel Fallows, Chris Fraser, Ian Henderson, 


                             Geoff Hewitt, Bill Kennedy, Donald Ker and Sam McGuffin, together with Mr 


                             Hamilton Blain, Miss Gladys Colvin, Mrs Joan Doherty, Mr Allen Faulkner, Mrs 


                             Barbara Kennedy, Mrs Hazel Magowan, Mrs Linda McGuffin and Mrs Maureen


                             Young.





          Apologies: Revs. Philip Corrigan, Alan Falls, Alan Macaulay, Mrs Shirley Quigley, Mr 


                             Aelfryn Young.





          The District Superintendent opened the meeting with a short devotion.





          


          Conference Venue:     It was reported that the General Committee had approved Kilfennan 


          Presbyterian Church as the main Conference venue, as well as the venues for the Installation 


          and Ordination services.





          Committee Reports:     


          Treasurers:              Mr Allen Faulkner reported that the appropriate forms had been sent to 


                                            the Bank for the Conference Account to be opened.   The Treasurers were 


                                            liasing with Mr Stanley Graham of the General Purposes Fund in 


                                            relation to the Conference Budget.      It was expected that Conference 


                                            catering and the Conference Handbook would be self-financing.     The 


                                            Treasurers were asked to consult with Mr Stanley Graham regarding the 


                                            insurance of all non-Methodist venues to be used during the Conference.     


                                            The District Secretary was asked to check with the Millennium Forum 


                                            about insurance for the Ordination Service and to report to the 


                                            Treasurers.





          Hospitality:              Rev. Sam McGuffin presented a written report, stating that a database of 


                                            lay representatives to Conference was almost complete, but awaiting 


                                            names from some Districts.   A database of ministerial representatives is 


                                            available from the Secretary of Conference's office, and we expect soon to 


                                            have details of representatives from the British Methodist Church, 


                                            Observers from other Churches, representatives of Departments, Lay 


                                            Treasurers of Connexional Funds and those attending for ordination soon.


                                            Specifically in relation to hospitality, a database of those who have 


                                            already offered hospitality is in place and will be developed, using the 


                                            1997 lists of hosts and hostesses from current Londonderry Circuit people,


                                            from the North-West District and from friends in other city churches.   A 


                                            database of hotels, bed and breakfast and self-catering accommodation is 


                                            also in place.    A Hospitality Response Form has been drafted.


                                            A recommendation will be brought to the next meeting regarding suitable


                                            accommodation for the British Delegation and our own President and 


                                            President-Designate.     The President-Designate has expressed his desire 


                                            for accommodation where he and his wife can relax completely and not 


                                            have to cope with hosts, etc.     If a block booking is being made in a hotel 


                                            for the British Delegation, our own President would like to be included.


                                            The Conference Secretariat will be kept as close together as possible.


                                             The question of mailing hospitality material separately or with other 


                                             mailings needs to be decided, as well as the right timing for this.





         Catering:                   Mrs Hazel Magowan reported that the Committee has done wide 


                                            research on prices.     Tailor-Made would charge £10 for lunch;  WELB 


                                            would charge £12 for lunch and £7.50  for tea;   The White Horse Inn 


                                            would charge £18 for lunch;   Prestige Catering in Limavady would 


                                            charge £10 for lunch and £3-£4 for tea and would provide full waitress 


                                            service.   They would also supply tea/ Coffee at a charge of 50p.     It was


                                            unanimously agreed that we employ Prestige Catering.   The Committee 


                                            was thanked for its efforts.





         Handbook:                Mrs Joan Doherty reported that she had been working with Rev. Alan 


                                            Macaulay, and they had a good number of advertisers already.   The cost


                                            is £100 for an A5 page, £60 for 1/2 A5 page.    It had been decided to ask


                                            the Sunday Schools on the District to enter a competition for the design of 


                                            the Handbook cover.     Letters would be required from the District 


                                            Superintendent, the President of our Church and from the Mayor.   The 


                                            Handbook would need to be with the printer by mid-March.


                                            


         Stewarding:              Mrs Joan Doherty was scheduled to meet with Rev. Alan Falls to plan 


                                            this.     They needed to be clear about what was needed for each venue.     


                                            Rev. Ian Henderson would liase with the stewards of the Millennium 


                                            Forum about that venue.


                                            


         Preaching Plan:        Rev. Ian Henderson was at the World Methodist Conference in Australia,


                                            but would deal with this on his return.     As suggested at the last meeting, 


                                            it was hoped there might be one service only on each Circuit, but the final        


                                            decision about this would be for each Circuit Executive to make.      Rev. 


                                            Henderson would liase with Rev. McGuffin on what churches in the city 


                                            might be offered a preacher.      The suggestion of a team for each service 


                                            should also be discussed.


                                            The British President, Rev. Martyn Atkins, will preach at the Conference 


                                            Service in Carlisle Road.     Rev. Agnew proposed the formation of a small 


                                            group to co-ordinate this service.     The names proposed and accepted by 


                                            the Committee were:   Revs. Harold Agnew and Sam McGuffin, Miss 


                                            Gladys Colvin, Mrs Catherine Hume and Mr David Young.





         Music:                       Miss Gladys Colvin reported that the organists and worship leaders 


                                            would be meeting as a group the following week.    While the Installation 


                                            Service and the Ordination Service are a Connexional responsibility, the 


                                            Sunday morning service is the responsibility of the District.    The 


                                            formation of a District Choir to sing at both the Installation and 


                                            Ordination Services, as well as on the Sunday morning, was discussed, 


                                            and the President-Designate had asked that his daughter might sing at the 


                                            Installation Service.     The question of using an external choir or Group 


                                            was also mentioned as a possibility.     There is no organ in the 


                                            Millennium Forum, so music for that service needed to be discussed.





       Flowers:                      Mrs Joan Doherty reported that Mrs Jenny Hamill would be happy to 


                                            Co-ordinate teams for the different venues.     The Secretary reported that 


                                            Mrs Ann Smith would be prepared to arrange the flowers for Kilfennan 


                                            Church.


    


      Publicity:                     Rev. Chris Fraser reported that some enquiries had been made about a


                                           Conference banner being put up at Kilfennan Church    This would be 


                                           professionally produced.    He would liase with Kilfennan Church about 


                                           this.    Mrs Joan Doherty has contacts with local press and media, and the


                                           Committee would also liase with Rev, Jim Rea, acting as Conference 


                                           Press Officer.     It was suggested that the N.I. Tourist Board might help


                                           with material about the North West.





       Conference Furniture:         The co-ordinators suggested at the last meeting had all agreed to 


                                                       Organise teams at te various venues.





       Secretarial Requirements:    All requirements would be met from the City Mission's resources.


       


       Installation Service:     Mr Allan Young is exploring the video-link to the hall in Carlisle Road.


                                              Mrs Joan Doherty will contact the venues for catering.





       Youth Night (Saturday):     Rev. Lynn Cairns reported that the venue would be Oakgrove 


                                               Primary School.    He is in discussion with the District Youth Council 


                                               and the DYCW, who will co-ordinate the event.


                                                               


       Conference Morning Service:    Co-ordinating Committee as agreed above.


    


       Ordination Service:       The Secretary had confirmed the booking with the Millennium Forum. 


                                                There would be further meetings with Mr David McLaughlin or Mr 


                                                Paul Mason to agree the cost (in the region of £1,500) and details of our


                                                requirements.     It would be important for Rev. Ian Henderson to be 


                                                present for these discussions.     Mrs Marion Hamilton would also be


                                                involved in organising communion.  A parking deal might be organised 


                                                by the Forum with Foyleside, and it might be possible to arrange a deal 


                                                for the Friday evening too.     The Guildhall has been booked for 


                                                catering, but St. Columb's Hall might also be considered.


   


       Mission Night (Monday):      7.30 p.m. in Kilfennan, with emphasis on Overseas Missions.





       M.W.I.   This service on Saturday evening would be in Clooney Hall, with catering there too, as 


                      for the Ministers' spouses, who would visit See House before lunch in Clooney Hall.


       


       Wesley Historical Society:        Monday at lunchtime in Kilfennan.





       Headway Rally:             This would now be on Thursday evening at 8.00 p.m. in Clooney Hall.


                                                Arrangements would be co-ordinated with the Londonderry Circuit.    


            


       A Prayer Room will be set up at the Conference venue.





       Plans are in hand for the sound recording/ videoing of the main Conference services, and Mr


       Ernest Hanna is working on a short introductory powerpoint presentation of the District to 


       welcome the Conference.





       Civic Reception:     This had been agreed in a meeting between the Mayor and the President, 


                                        but the Secretary will write a formal letter of request to the Administrator.





       Next Meeting:         Tuesday, 15th January at 7.30 p.m. in Clooney Hall.                                    


       


       The Secretary of Conference thanked the Committee and the District Superintendent closed 


       with prayer.
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NORTH  WEST  DISTRICT





CONFERENCE  ARRANGEMENTS  COMMITTEE





AGENDA:     Tuesday, 15th January, 2008





Opening Devotions.


Present:     Please sign the Attendance Register.


Apologies.


Minutes of the Last Meeting:


Reports of Committees:


Treasurers:


Hospitality:


Catering:


Handbook:


Stewarding:


Preaching Plan:


Music:


Flowers:


Publicity:


Conference Furniture:





Arrangements For Special Services:


Installation of President:


Youth Night:


M.W.I. Service:


Sunday Morning Worship:


Ordination Service:


Mission Event:





Other Arrangements:


Headway Rally and Cliff College Reunion:


Civic Reception:


Ministers' Spouses' Event:


Wesley Historical Society:


Prayer Room:


Sound/ Video Recording:


Powerpoint Welcome:


Mission Website:


Displays and Stalls:





Date of Next Meeting:


A.O.B.


Benediction.


























