The Methodist  Church  In Ireland


Conference Arrangements Committee - 2008





           The third meeting of the above Committee was held in Clooney Hall, Londonderry at 7.30 


           p.m. on Tuesday, 15th January, 2008





          Present:     Revs. Harold Agnew, Noel Fallows, Chris Fraser, Ian Henderson, Geoff Hewitt, 


                             Bill Kennedy, Donald Ker and Sam McGuffin, together with Mr Hamilton Blain, 


                             Miss Gladys Colvin, Mrs Joan Doherty, Mr Allen Faulkner, Mrs Hazel Magowan, 


                             Mrs Linda McGuffin and Mrs Maureen Young.





          Apologies: Revs. Philip Corrigan, Alan Macaulay, Mr Kenneth Strong, Mr Aelfryn Young.





          The District Superintendent opened the meeting with a short devotion.





          Minutes:      The Minutes of the previous meeting were amended and approved.     Any 


                                business arising would be dealt with on the Agenda for this meeting.


          


          Committee Reports:     


          Treasurers:              Mr Allen Faulkner reported that insurance cover for all venues of £5m.


                                            had been organised by Mr Stanley Graham with the Methodist Insurance 


                                            Company.     It was noted that the Millennium Forum has its own public


                                            Liability insurance.


                                            Mr Faulkner then circulated a Draft Budget (below), which was discussed 


                                            by the Committee:


                                            


                         Draft Budget For Methodist Conference - June 2008





                         Income:                                                                                  Expenditure:





                         General Purposes Fund:       £1,000                       Catering:                            £6,500


                         Catering:                                £6,500                       Travel:                                £4,000


                         Travel (General Purposes):  £4,000                       Hire of Premises:              £1,765


                         Collections - Conference                                         Donation for Premises:     £   750


                                                   Services:       £3,200                       Administration/Postage:   £1,000


                         Contributions from                                                 Accommodation- Hotels:   £1,500


                         Circuits and donations:         £2,400                      Sundries:                             £   500


                                                                                                           Handbook self-financing:   £       0


                                                                                                           General Purposes refund:  £1,000


                                                                                                           Surplus:                                £     85


                         Total:                                     £17,100                      Total:                                  £17,100








          It was noted with gratitude that the General Purposes Fund has provided a loan of £1,000 to 


          cover initial costs.


          In relation to travel expenses, the Secretary of Conference confirmed that the cost of travel 


          for ministers from home to the Conference venue would be paid by the General Purposes 


          Fund.     After that, the cost of one journey from lodgings to Conference would be the 


          responsibility of the District.     A separate amount should be kept on account for this.   Travel 


          to this Conference Arrangments Committee would be regarded as connexional travel.


          Discussion ensued about the amount to be paid to the various Conference venues.   Estimates 


          for payment to each was  as suggested below:


          Kilfennan Presbyterian Church:    £750-£2,000.     Further research would be needed for this.


          Hire of Millennium Forum:   Quoted at £1,500 + VAT = £1,765.


          St. Columb's Hall:     £170;     Carlisle Road Presbyterian Hall:   £100;   SalcationArmy:   £75.


          Other Expenses:     Catering:     c.£450 (not including main meals);     


                                           Music:          Figure to be finalised.


          It seemed clear that there would needs to be a subvention from the Circuits on the District.


          It was reported that Offerings at the Cork Conference had been €6,000 and they had received


          Corporate donation of €6,600.     Joan Doherty and Alan Macaulay had been speaking wit a 


          number of firms about support.





          Hospitality:              Rev. Sam McGuffin presented a written report, stating that a database of 


                                            lay representatives to Conference was almost complete, but awaiting 


                                            names from some Districts.   A database of ministerial representatives is 


                                            available from the Secretary of Conference's office, and we expect soon to 


                                            have details of representatives from the British Methodist Church, 


                                            Observers from other Churches, representatives of Departments, Lay 


                                            Treasurers of Connexional Funds and those attending for ordination soon.


                                            Specifically in relation to hospitality, a database of those who have 


                                            already offered hospitality is in place and will be developed, using the 


                                            1997 lists of hosts and hostesses from current Londonderry Circuit people,


                                            from the North-West District.     A second appeal is current around the 


                                            North West District.      An appeal is being issued this week amongst our          


                                            friends in other churches.   A database of hotels, bed and breakfast and 


                                            self-catering accommodation is also in place.    A Hospitality Response 


                                            Form has been drafted and is ready for posting.


                                            The recommendation of the Sub-Committee of suitable accommodation 


                                            for the British President, his wife and the British delegation was the 


                                            Broomhill Hotel on Limavady Road, at a cost of £1,100, while our own 


                                            President and his wife could be accommodated in the same venue for 


                                            £350.     For the President-Designate and his wife, the Committee 


                                            recommended Gilgiven Cottage, 70, Corrody Road, at a cost of £275.     


                                            These recommendations were approved by the Committee.     Under new 


                                            arrangements, there would be only four U.K. delegates this year, and the 


                                            British Conference would pay 50% of their costs.


                                            The Secretary and Assistant Secretary of Conference would be guests at 


                                            11, Clearwater, while accommodation for the Journal Secretaries 


                                            (Ministerial and Representative) has still to be confirmed.                                       


                                            The Secretary of Conference confirmed that the District will be 


                                            responsible for transport of the British delegation from the airport and to


                                            Conference venues, but if they fly into Belfast, then help might be offered.


                                            There would be no need to provide accommodation for Observers from 


                                            other churches, but it would be neded for Bishop William Odin, visiting 


                                            from the United Methodist Church, and for Bible Study leaders.     The 


                                            only difficulty was likely to be in relation to late substitutes.     It was 


                                            agreed that hospitality forms would be sent out at the end of February or 


                                            the beginning of March.     Thanks to Rev. Sam McGuffin and his team.





         Catering:                   Mrs Hazel Magowan reported that the Sub-Committee had met Prestige


                                            Catering at Kilfennan, and had talked with them about menus.  (details 


                                            below).  Lunches would cost £10, Tea on Saturday and Monday would be 


                                            £4 and £5 on Sunday.     It was agreed that there would be a coffee break 


                                            10.45-11.15 a.m., with a suggested charge of 50p.     The Committee 


                                            approved.     A draft letter is ready to go out.


                                            Carlisle Road Presbyterian Hall and the Salvation Army have been 


                                            booked for supper after the Installation Service, and St. Columb's Hall for


                                            supper after the Ordination Service.     Polystyrene cups, plates, etc would 


                                            be needed for both events.


                                            Special lunches would need to be arranged on Friday, for the Ordinands 


                                            to meet with the President and others; on Saturday, for guests from other 


                                            churches, and on Monday, for the British delegation and for the Wesley


                                            Historical Society.     Meal Tickets would have to be provided.     Thanks 


                                            to Mrs Magowan and her team.





                                            Proposed Menus





          Friday Lunch:         Roast Stuffed Chicken, Vegetables, Croqette and creamed potatoes.


                                            Apple Pie and Fresh Cream or Fruit Salad





          Friday Tea:             Reception by Mayor in Guildhall (Finger Food).





          Saturday Lunch:     Baked Ham, Vegetables, Baby roast and creamed potatoes.


                                            Strawberry Cheesecake or Fruit Salad





          Saturday Tea:         Sandwiches/ Cakes.





          Sunday Lunch:       Roast Topside of Beef, Vegetables, Roast and creamed potatoes .


                                           Pear Belle Helene or Fruit Salad





          Sunday Tea:            Salmon or Quiche Salad, Variety of bread, Cake/Black Forest Gateaux?





          Monday Lunch:      Roast Stuffed Turkey and Ham, Vegtables, Roast and creamed potatoes.


                                           Lemon Meringue Pie or Fruit Salad.





          Monday Tea:          Sandwiches/ Cake.





          Tuesday Lunch:    Chicken a la King with rice and Baked potato, Seasonal Salad


                                          Apple Strudel or Fruit Salad.





          Handbook:           Mrs Joan Doherty reported that she had received three quotations for 


                                        printing the Handbook (80 pages; 500 copies):


                                        Design and Print:   £859;   Coleraine Printing Co.:   £1,455;  R.C.D., 


                                        Carnhill:   £980 +VAT    The Sub-Committee recommended Design and 


                                        Print, but Rev. McGuffin said it would be better for the City Mission if the


                                        contract were given to R.C.D.       This was agreed.


                                        Letters seeking sponsorship had been sent out and, to date, £485 had been 


                                        received.


                                        The competition to design the Handbook cover had received only one entry.


                                        This was disappointing, but timing had not been good.


                                        Detailed directions to the various venues would need to be included in the 


                                        Handbook.     Details of the sections would be available at the next meeting.


                                        The final date for posting would be the week ending 16th May.


                                           


         Stewarding:          Mrs Joan Doherty said she had not yet met with Rev. Alan Falls. 


                                                     


         Preaching Plan:   Rev. Ian Henderson said he had received responses from four of the six 


                                       circuits on the District regarding one Circuit Service on Conference Sunday.


                                       He needed clarity in relation to the other churches.     Letters would go to the


                                       other denominations offering preachers.


        


                                       The District Superintendent, Rev. Harold Agnew, said the Sub-Committee 


                                       Appointed to organise the Sunday Morning Service was awaiting a reply 


                                       from Rev. Martyn Atkins about his theme for the service.


       


         Music:                  Miss Gladys Colvin reported that the next meeting of organists and worship 


                                       leaders would be next Monday.     A District Choir of about 60 would be in 


                                       place, although there was limited choir space in Carlisle Road.    They were


                                       planning contemporary music for the installation service, but would just be


                                       leading worship in the Millennium Forum.     Miss Colvin raised the 


                                       possibility of using an orchestra, a group organised by Mr Lindsay Easson 


                                       with a large Methodist Core, to give a strong lead in the Millennium Forum,


                                       as there is no organ.     It would be costly £800-£1,000.     The idea was


                                       enthusiastically endorsed by the Committee.     Rev. Ian Henderson will go to 


                                       the Forum to plan the lay-out.     The question of copyright at the Forum was 


                                       also raised.


   


        Flowers:                Mrs Joan Doherty reported that Mrs Jenny Hamill had asked about a budget 


                                       for the flowers.                                          


    


        Publicity:              Rev. Chris Fraser reported that he was continuing enquiries about a 


                                      professionally produced Conference banner for the Conference Church    He 


                                      would need to check the price of leaflets about the Conference, and organise                    


                                      pre-Conference publicity in the Metodist Newsletter, checking what input 


                                      was required from the District.    The Tourist Board might be approached        


                                      about maps and other publicity of the area.     Rev. Sam McGuffin showed 


                                      two possible bags to be offered as gifts to Conference delegates.   





       Conference Furniture:     Everything is in hand.   There will be a lop system at all venues.





       Ordination Service:     The Secretary of Conference intimated that there was an adequate 


                                              supply of communion glasses in his office in Belfast.     Trays would


                                              need to be provided.


  


       Mission Night (Monday):      7.30 p.m. in Kilfennan, with emphasis on Home Missions.





       Civic Reception:     This had been agreed in a meeting between the Mayor and the President, 


                                        but the Secretary will write a formal letter of request to the Chief Executive





       Next Meeting:         Tuesday, 4th March at 7.30 p.m. in Clooney Hall.                                    


       


       The Secretary of Conference thanked the Committee and the District Superintendent closed 


       with prayer.





















































The Methodist Church in Ireland





NORTH  WEST  DISTRICT





CONFERENCE  ARRANGEMENTS  COMMITTEE





AGENDA:     Tuesday, 4th March, 2008





Opening Devotions.


Present:     Please sign the Attendance Register.


Apologies.


Minutes of the Last Meeting:


Reports of Committees:


Treasurers:


Hospitality:


Catering:    Report on meeting with Chief Executive of Derry City Council.


Handbook:


Stewarding:


Preaching Plan:


Music:


Flowers:


Publicity:


Conference Furniture:





Arrangements For Special Services:


Installation of President:


Youth Night:


M.W.I. Service:


Sunday Morning Worship:


Ordination Service:   Reports on meetings with Paul Mason.


Mission Event:





Other Arrangements:


Headway Rally and Cliff College Reunion:


Civic Reception:


Ministers' Spouses' Event:


Wesley Historical Society:


Prayer Room:


Sound/ Video Recording:


Powerpoint Welcome:


Mission Website:


Displays and Stalls:





Date of Next Meeting:


A.O.B.


Benediction.


























